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Abstract


The aim of telemedicine is to exchange medical numerised data between health professionals and for the patients’ benefit. This can be done using the new technologies of information and communication, locally inside the same hospital or the same group of hospitals, or globally on very large distance.


Most of the time telemedicine addresses nominative data to improve health care mainly for diagnostic or therapeutic purpose but more and more telemedicine is used for monitoring patients on home care basis, Teleimaging or remote sensing, technologies provide data for elderly people as well as for diabetic, epileptic or cardiovascular disease suffering patients.


On the other hand, telemedicine can use anonymized data for epidemiological purpose or for health care policy management as well as for teaching medicine at a basic or at a specialized level.


Thus, it is necessary to distinguish between individual healthcare referring to a specific patient and collective healthcare during crisis periods such as natural catastrophes or civil as well as military conflicts. 

In this context, there is not yet any specific legislation in France: thus, as a specific part of “infoethics”, an ethical approach is more than necessary for telemedicine.


The main points developed will be:

2. 1.
the respect of individual: confidentiality and informed consent of the patients

3. the quality of information based on the definition of good clinical practice in telemedicine. This include the identification of the purpose of the use of the data

4. the modality of payment and/or reimbursement

· Regarding the current and increasing needs of the patients and that of medical practice, three major issues are the basis of “infoethics” in telemedicine:
· the respect of individual

· the quality of information

· the regulation of the modalities of payment

All these issues depend upon the responsibility of patients, healthcare professionals and policy decision makers through a new social contract properly adjusted to the rapid development of telemedicine. A global network for healthcare based on the use of new information and communication technologies is now close to reality and necessitate an ethical and legal approach based on “infoethics” in telemedicine.
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